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NUMBER OF AIRPORTS IN THE PHILIPPINES 

Principal Airports 

International 

Airports 
Class 1 Class 2 

Community 

Airports 

LUZON 5 4 8 19 

VISAYAS 4 4 5 12 

MINDANAO 3 5 6 11 

TOTAL 12 13 19 42 

Total Number of Airports: 86 
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TOTAL DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL  

PASSENGER TRAFFIC IN THE PHILIPPINES 

Source: Civil Aeronautics Board  
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YEAR TOTAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC 

2019 60 Million 

YEAR TOTAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC 

2020 63 Million 

2021 66 Million  

2022 69 Million 

CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD (CAB) TOTAL DOMESTIC AND 

INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER  TRAFFIC FORECAST 

Source: Civil Aeronautics Board  



       

STATUS: House Bill 8700 An Act 

Strengthening the Civil Aviation Authority 

of the Philippines, amending for the 

purpose Republic Act 9497, otherwise 

known as Civil Aviation Authority Act of 

2008 authored by Rep. Edgar Mary 

Sarmiento was referred to the Committee 

on Transportation last February 17, 2021 
 

WAYS FORWARD: The bill will be reviewed 

by the other Committees involved 

(Appropriations and Ways and Means) 

CAAP Act Amendments 
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What are the changes introduced by House Bill No. 8700 or 
the CAAP Amendments Bill? 

CURRENT AMENDMENT RATIONALE 
Director General’s term 4 years Director General’s term 7 years Insulate CAAP leadership from changes in 

national government administration. 

Board Members - seven (7) 

members . 

Board Members  - nine (9) members 

(+) Secretary of Tourism and Defense   

Enhancing tourism and security.  

The Board shall determine and fix 

the compensation and fringe 

benefits of employees holding 

technical positions.  

-Exempting CAAP personnel from the 

requirements of the Career Executive 

Service 

  

-To be able to hire more competent workers in 

accordance with international standards.  

Funds subject to Dividends Law 

and examination of the 

Congressional Oversight 

Committee.  

Exempt from Dividends Law 

 

Remove requirement to submit 

budget to Congress for approval 

To be able to utilize funds for the purpose of 

improving the aviation sector especially in terms 

of complying with safety and international 

standards.  

Board of Directors have powers 

which involve day-to-day 

operations 

Transfer some of the powers of the 

Board to the Director General  
To expedite the operation of CAAP, the 

functions are transferred to the Director General 

which shall handle day-to-day operations of the 

CAAP 

Some fees incurred by CAAP are 

not included in the cost of licenses 

and permits but are reimbursed by 

the licensee  

Use principle of “cost recovery at an 

aggregate level” to determine and 

set charges  

May increase and decrease charges using 

computed cost 
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COMPARISON OF CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES IN 
ASEAN COUNTRIES 

Sources: ** https://www.thesundaily.my/local/caam-may-need-rm500m-post-merger-budget-XL1814563 
               ^ https://www.caat.or.th/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Civil-Aviation-Authority-of-Thailand-Emergency-Decree-B.E.-2558-1.pdf 

 

  PHILIPPINES MALAYSIA THAILAND SINGAPORE 
Highest 

designated 

official 

 Director General  

4 years 

 Chief Executive Officer 

Appointed by Minister of 

Transport 

Director General  Director General 

Fiscal 

Autonomy 

- With fiscal autonomy 

- Pays dividends to 

national government 

  

- Aims to be financially 

independent/ fully 

autonomous 

- May utilize its own fund 

  

- Civil Aviation Authority of 

Thailand (CAAT) is authorized 

to generate income and 

property 

- Income of CAAT shall 

belong to it as expenses and 

dues for proper operations 

without the necessity of 

remitting it to the Minister of 

Finance^ 

- Has funds which may be 

utilized for its own expenditure 

Salary of 

Staff 

- Proposed salary system 

needs approval of  

President and other 

agencies 

- Uses two systems of 

salary 

- Uses government rates 

- Will transition to use of 

private sector rates but 

expenses may reach up to 

RM 500 M 

- CAAT Board determines 

rules and regulations on 

organization, fiscal matters, 

human resource 

management, wages, 

compensation etc.^ 

- Employed according to 

Public Sector (Governance) 

Act 2018 

Salary of Air 

Traffic 

Controllers 

$ 1500 $ 2,500 $5,000 $ 8,000 
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Philippine Transportation 
Safety Board Act  

STATUS: 
Under review by the House Management Committee 

  

BACKGROUND: 

9 House Bills were primarily referred to the 

Committee on Government Reorganization; 

Secondarily referred to the Committee on 

Transportation  

 

ACTIONS TAKEN: For second reading 
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       Philippine Airports Authority Act 

STATUS: 
House Bill 7976 authored by Rep. Eric Olivarez is 
pending with the Committee on Government 
Enterprises and Privatization since November 23, 
2020. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
Primarily referred to the Committee on 
Government Enterprises and Privatization; 
 
Secondarily referred to the Committee on 
Transportation  
 
Passed at the Committee level 
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