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Your Excellencies, fellow members of the Steering Committee, ladies and gentlemen: Good afternoon.
In February of 1986, an unprecedented, peaceful revolution in my country in which millions of people flooded the streets of Manila ousted a dictator. The spirit behind it all was collective yearning for what we are discussing today:  open and accountable governance. 
Last year, it was the idea of an open government as well that, again, in another unprecedented act, rallied the Filipino people in droves -- not in the streets but through the ballot -- to vote for me, then a member of the opposition, so that the Filipino people, and not merely participants in the long-entrenched system of patronage and corruption, could finally emerge victorious. 

This is what democracy is all about: having a government disciplined enough to imbibe in itself the principles of transparency, accountability, and citizen involvement―the necessary preconditions to poverty alleviation and inclusive and sustainable economic growth.

The Philippines’ participation in the OGP is consistent with our administration’s commitment to honest and effective governance. It presents clear advantages to the Philippines: we can access and exchange best practices, peer consultation, and technical assistance in implementing our domestic initiatives. 

Allow me then to salute the founding members of the OGP, as well as the new countries who have more recently shown interest in standing up for transparent, accountable, and participatory governance. 
Likewise, let me thank the OGP for honoring my country with membership in the OGP Steering Committee. This acknowledges and further strengthens our commitment to promoting transparency, fostering accountability, and combating corruption. 

A participatory government lies at the very foundation of our efforts. A nation maximizes its potential through unity; when a people march to a single beat and in a single direction, it arrives at its goals faster because of everyone’s collective effort. Disunity hampers progress; ironically, though unity cannot be achieved by stifling dissent, but by allowing voices to be heard in order to achieve a consensus. Listening, allowing others to speak, and raising the level of public discourse funnels a people’s dreams and aspirations into a single national agenda. 

Government institutions are strengthened when they are not merely open to the active participation of their citizens, but when they encourage the people to engage it by empowering them and garnering their trust. The public must be able to give feedback to their government, and in turn, the government must show that it is ready to listen by putting in place mechanisms through which the peoples’ voice can be heard. 
If our citizens can be engaged in this way, then I am certain that we will achieve our collective goals sooner rather than later. In fact, I believe that if any citizenry can be actively engaged by its government, then it can only have positive effects on the quality of life of the people. 
Another significant goal of ours is pushing forward the agenda of accountability. Our administration defines accountability in two ways: as a commitment to uphold the highest ethical standards in government, and as an obligation to achieve measurable performance targets and outcomes. To uphold accountability, we have taken a two-pronged approach, focusing on the curative and the preventive. As we vigorously pursue our campaign against those who abused power in the past, we are also strengthening institutions through Open Government. 
In fact, we have created a roadmap called the 2012 Philippine Government Action Plan to ensure that our government institutions are at par with international transparency standards. This Action Plan was developed through consultation with networks of Civil Society Organizations as well as business groups engaged in the integrity advocacy. 
We recognize that this action plan is a work-in-progress. The long-standing culture of corruption and concealment that had taken root will take time to change. 
But rest assured, before its implementation in January 2012, the plan will have gone through even deeper consultations. All these efforts are indicators of how serious we are in transforming our system from one that operates through secrecy, impunity, and collusion, into a government that embodies transparency, accountability, and citizen engagement—a government that truly exists for its people.
The Philippines has always been, and remains committed to, the ideals put forward by the OGP. Being part of a global community of transparency advocates is more than a source of collective strength for us; it also allows our government to strengthen its efforts and find opportunities for cooperation with its peers.  
I am aware that much remains to be done. But so long as we stand firmly united in veering away from a jagged path of dishonesty and concealment; and so long as we run governments focused on righting the wrong and staying along the straight path, the coming generations will surely inherit a more peaceful, prosperous, and open world.
Thank you. (applause)
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